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The man behind the poster

By Matthew Weaver
Herald senior staff writer

Ephrata resident volunteers
for Basin Summer Sounds
signs

EPHRATA - Ever since
Ephrata's July Basin Summer
Sounds concert began,
longtime resident and
current city councilmember
Steve Lovitt has been helping
to spread the word.

Lovitt is the creative
mastermind behind the
posters advertising the
concert, including this year's,
which was unveiled by the
Ephrata Chamber of
Commerce during a recent
Basin Summer Sounds
kickoff event.

Matthew Weaver/Columbia Basin Herald Ephrata city councilmemf)ér Steve
o Lovitt holds up the latest poster he designed for Basin Summer Sounds
When designing a poster for  prigay afternoon in the Ephrata Chamber of Commerce office. Lovitt has

Ba_sin Summer Sounds, Lovitt garnered awards for his Basin Summer Sounds and Miracle on Main Street
said, "l want to portray the posters.

festival and the town as

being a little more hip. | don't want something that's just average, | want something that's a little more eye-
popping, even if it's a little over the top. You've got to put that image out there so people in their mind
think, 'Wow, look at that, must be something really cool going on there."

Lovitt's 2007 posters for Basin Summer Sounds and Miracle on Main Street were recognized by the
Washington Festivals and Events and the Washington Recreation and Park Association, receiving the silver
and bronze awards, respectively. In 2006, his Basin Summer Sounds poster received a gold award and his
Miracle on Main Street a silver. The 2006 Basin Summer Sounds poster also was distinguished as
Outstanding Poster in the Spotlight Media category.

Such recognition is affirming for Lovitt.

"I guess it's a little bit of reassurance that the work you're doing is good and the effort put in has been
worthwhile," he said. "It's something | can certainly use in the future to help out whatever endeavors | want
to pursue.”

Lovitt is also in the elected position of the Ephrata City Council.

"I think being on the council and knowing what the chamber is doing, | think it helps the communication
aspect of things," he said. "The council is real good working with the chamber and the Port of Ephrata
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anyway. There's just a real good rapport."

He has been on the chamber board for about seven years and was on the original committee for the first
Basin Summer Sounds, so he volunteered to put together the first posters and other materials for the event.

"Ever since then, I've done the posters primarily because it's a great event for the city,"” Lovitt said. "l also
get the opportunity to do the banners, stage signage and expand beyond the posters."

Lovitt's primary job at the Grant County Public Utilities District includes work on the PUD's Web sites. He also
has a side business, graphic design firm 3KYDD Graphic Design, which he’s had for at least three years.

"My side business, which I hope at some point becomes a primary business, | started building up enough
clients that | had to make a decision whether to slow down or pick up the pace," Lovitt explained. "So what's
happened is I've ended up picking up the pace.”

Lovitt can subcontract through contacts he's made across the country and is a member of several Seattle
organizations for networking. He primarily does work on Web sites and graphics, and hopes to expand in the
future.

A lifelong resident of Ephrata save for college, Lovitt says his work has opened up doors to be a guest
speaker, teacher and even participate in a book published last fall.

"l was in art all through school,"” he said, adding with a laugh, "My daughter had the same art teacher | had.
So I've been doing it all along. My wife is pretty creative and my kids are very artistic as well. They draw all
the time, they come up and show me their latest things. Some of them I've actually scanned and digitized
for them, and made posters out of them."

Lovitt added he is getting into digital photography more. He also designed the sign and the Web site for the
Ephrata chamber and for the City of Ephrata.

Ephrata chamber Executive Director Suzanne Dahl said she got to walk through the recent festival and see
the various entries alongside Lovitt's posters.

"There are people spending like, their budgets are $75,000 and up, which is definitely not ours," she said.
"We are basically getting (Lovitt) for his time and his dedication to his volunteer job. They're spending a lot
of money on designers, they hire all that stuff out. We have our own designer that's basically here that's
willing to do that for us. That's a huge benefit to us. We wouldn't be able to afford somebody of Steve's
caliber. It is almost overwhelmingly amazing the kind of money people spend on what we're getting from
Steve just because of who he is, what he does here."
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Smash Mouth to play in Ephrata

Basin Summer Sounds
concert to be held July 18

By CAMERON PROBERT
Herald staff writer

EPHRATA — Smash Mouth
is headlining the Basin Summer
Sounds Festival this July.

The San Jose, Calif., alter- 50 et
native rock ,band, whose hits . s B
include, “Walkin’ on the Sun” g o 0 )
and “All Star,” is playing at 9 p.m. _ GO S & 5’
on July 18. ¢ -

This is the sixth year of the ‘\jhusic Fes
free, two-day music festival in |
Ephrata.

Janice Moore, Basin Summer
Sound’s committee chair, said

she and her husband w.orke(.l ata Caridice Boutilier/Columbia Basin Herald
rock and roll marathon in Arizona ?

where the band. was headlifiing Graphic Artist Steve Lovitt presented the poster he
They found out the band’s mur' designed for the Ephrata Basin Summer Sounds music
manager, Eric Newstrand, was festival. It was presented at the Taste of the Basin Saturday.

from Ephrata. . . i & :
They managed to get back- mentioned the festival. visit www.basinsummersounds.

“I joked with them that if they com.
ever want to come to Ephrata, I
would love to bring them,” she
said. “About a month ago, we
found out they were playing a
concert in Spokane. Usually if
they’re in the area, they're less
expensive.”

Once_the committee negoti-
ated a price, they went to the
Ephrata City Council to ask for
money from the tourism fund for
increased security. The money
comes from the hotel and motel
tax, which is dedicated to pro-
moting tourism.

Basin Summer Sounds T worked ouf geeat” she

. said. “It’s not taxpayer dollars.
Festival Schedule It's money that’s there to promote

stage passes to the Arizona con-
cert through Newstrand’s sister.
While they were there, Moore

tourism.”

Friday, July 17 Moore said -the schedule is
Courthouse Main Stage | set. -
6 p.m. - Hot Club “(The music) runs the gamut.

Sandwich We wanted to appeal to a larger

audience,” she said. “Right now, '

Zidl Pk & Sl it's not our goal to have every

Rodriguez = act to be big ... (Smash Mouth)

9 p.m. - Intervision appeals to a wide audience. They

bring a really responsible fan

Saturday, July 18 base. It’s something we think our
Courthouse Main Stage | community can handle.”

10 a.m. - Red Means Go Along with the performance,

11:30 a.m. - Camille Newstrand donated a guitar for

the “Taste of the Basin™ Ephrata

Bloom Chamber of Commerce Auction.
1 p.m. - Megatron “It will be autographed (by
2:30 p.m. - The Funk Smash Mouth) to the winning
4 p.m. - Vicci Martinez bidder,” Moore said. “We’ll make
5:30 p.m. - Flowmotion arrangements to bring it to the
7 p.m. - Patrick Lamb wining bidder’ ,

Band For more information, con-

tact the Ephrata Chamber of
9 p.m. - Smash Mouth Commerce at 509-754-4656 or




